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A state commission plans to keep alive plans for a high-speed monorail in Colorado, although the legislature killed funding for a test track.. The House committee's vote last month also came too late for the Colorado Intermountain Fixed Guideway Authority to get on the ballot in the November general election to ask voters to approve funding a test site. 

Now, CIFGA is back with a revised plan that calls for testing monorail service between Denver International Airport and Denver Union Station. The proposal will be the topic of a public meeting Friday at Keystone of the CIFGA board and the board of the Colorado Alliance for a Rapid Transit Solution, a grass-roots group called CARTS. 

"Just because the bill died in the legislature doesn't mean CIFGA is dead," said Miller Hudson, executive director of the authority. The CIFGA board earlier discussed a link from DIA to a mammoth parking facility planned at the former Stapleton International Airport site. 

The board proposes to ask voters statewide in November 2001 to approve a still-unspecified financing plan for the link from DIA into downtown Denver at an estimated cost of $300 million to $400 million, Hudson said. Other plans also have been advanced for a rail link between DIA and downtown Denver, although voters in 1997 defeated the only one sent to them for approval. 

The CIFGA board also has abandoned its plan for a four-mile demonstration line in Summit County, Hudson said.  "Everyone understands the usefulness of a high-speed line from DIA to Union Station," he said. "People never see the Summit County line having independent usefulness, although it would have tested operations under adverse weather conditions." 

The proposed demonstration line is envisioned as the first link in a multibillion-dollar system that would operate at 125 mph in the Interstate 70 mountain corridor for 170 miles between DIA and the Eagle County Airport west of Vail. Other routes also are envisioned, such as along the Front Range between Fort Collins and Pueblo. 

The proposed magnetic-levitation technology has been tested around the world, but such a system still is unproved in regular service for paying passengers. 

Although the proposed vote is more than 16 months off, proponents of the plan will begin touring the state this summer
