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Decision delayed on route change for proposed monorail
By Mike Zapler 
Review-Journal 
Clark County commissioners delayed a decision Wednesday on whether to change the route of a proposed private monorail so more Strip hotels are served. The alternate route would head off a lawsuit by Desert Inn Estate homeowners but likely would encounter stiff opposition from some large Strip properties, including the Desert Inn, The Venetian and possibly Mirage Resorts Inc. 
The monorail would be an extension of an existing leg between the MGM Grand and Bally's. A route approved by the County Commission in December would have stops at the Aladdin, Flamingo Hilton and a joint station at Harrah's and Imperial Palace. It would go east on Sands Avenue and then north on Paradise Road, with stops at the Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas Hilton and the Sahara. Desert Inn Estate homeowners have filed a lawsuit over the proposal, saying the elevated train would severely devalue their expensive homes. "(We) feel totally violated and totally desperate," Rock Newman told the commission Wednesday, saying residents are determined to do "everything in our power to fight this." Commissioners said they favor an alternate route that would avoid a feud with homeowners. 

The monorail would head west instead of east on Sands Avenue, between The Venetian and Desert Inn; across the Strip to a station at the Fashion Show Mall; north to a stop between the Frontier and Stardust; east on Convention Center Drive to the Las Vegas Convention Center; and then north to the Las Vegas Hilton and the Sahara. The route would require the county to use eminent domain to acquire air rights over Sands Avenue, although it's possible the system would not have to physically touch The Venetian or Desert Inn's property, said Bob Broadbent, manager of the monorail group. It's up to the commission, he said, "whether they want to help us fight this battle." Monorail developers and commissioners favor the alternate route because it would serve more people. But The Venetian and Desert Inn remain opposed. The Venetian is building a hotel eplicating Renaissance Venice and a "monorail that circles your property doesn't quite fit into that theme," said Joseph Corbo Jr., the hotel's vice president and general counsel. 


The Desert Inn, meanwhile, says the monorail could hinder efforts to sell the high-end resort. 
Mirage Resorts Inc., which owns Treasure Island on the southwest corner of Sands Avenue and Las Vegas Boulevard, hasn't taken a public stance on the alternate monorail route. 
The commission will take up the matter Feb. 17, after commission Chairman Bruce Woodbury meets with the various property owners to try to hash out a compromise. 
Broadbent said the monorail group needs a decision soon. It wants to commence work on several lengthy studies, including one detailing how the train would affect traffic, which must be approved by the commission. Broadbent has targeted late summer as the target date to begin construction on the proposed $350 million project. "We would indicate to you that there is some urgency," he told the commission.




