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Legislators Get The Numbers on Growth

By Julia C. Martinez
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Aug. 10 - Colorado's population is projected to grow by 1.5 million in the next two decades, mostly along the Front Range, a planning expert said Monday. The Denver area including Boulder could increase by 40 percent, Fort Collins by 60 percent and Greeley by almost 70 percent. On the other side of the Rockies, a virtual boom is projected to occur by 2020, with the Western Slope population jumping 74 percent. 

The numbers are not new, nor is the issue of growth, which polls show is Coloradans' top priority. The question is whether a study committee headed by state Sen. Bryan Sullivant will deem the growth issue worthy of legislative action next year. The panel of seven Republicans and four Democrats held its initial meeting Monday and will continue to take a broad look at the subject of growth in upcoming meetings. 

"Growth is a critical issue for Colorado,'' said Sullivant, the Breckenridge Republican whose growth management measures were killed by the Legislature last session. "It's a very real problem.'' 

Sullivant said the committee's focus is not to stop growth but rather "to recognize that growth will occur and to be smart and responsible about managing it.'' 

Nevertheless, Sullivant acknowledged that the committee first must be educated about the issue of growth. Then, he said, if it is convinced growth is an issue to be dealt with by the Legislature, "we can move forward with crafting solutions that make sense for Colorado.''  The committee heard from three growth experts, including Dr. Thomas A. Clark, chairman of the Department of Planning and Design at the University of Colorado, Denver campus, who warned that "if growth's contemporary pattern persists long into the next millennium, I believe there's trouble on the horizon.''   That trouble, he said, could manifest itself in a depletion of natural resources, farmland and basic infrastructure, as well as in an increase in pollution, congestion and urban sprawl. Moreover, a significant amount of growth is expected to occur in rural areas where basic infrastructure is now nonexistent, as people bring their urban practices into the "most isolated reaches of the state,'' Clark said.   "Almost one-quarter million new dwellings will appear in this vast space by 2020,'' he said in a paper presented to the study committee. Clark, who presented the growth statistics, told the committee that more than 20 states are working to revise their statutes dealing with planning and growth.   The committee hearing room was packed with legislators and lobbyists on both sides of the issue.  Lobbyist Joan Johnson, who represents companies in the construction, homebuilders and related industries, said that even though Sullivant proclaims to be interested in managing growth rather than stopping it, her clients believe his aim is to stop growth.   "They see this as a stop-growth effort,'' she said. "They don't like this at all.''   
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