Monorail test on track to reach voters
By Julia C. Martinez
Denver Post Capitol Bureau 

April 27 - It's touted as being cheaper, faster and lighter than light rail. 

Monorail is the answer to the congestion on the Interstate 70 corridor that is hurting Colorado's mountain resorts, members of the House Transportation and Energy Committee were told Wednesday. 

After testimony from several supporters and two opponents, the committee voted 8-3 to endorse a proposal that would allow voters decide if they want to spend $100 million of the state's excess revenue on a 3-mile test monorail line between Silverthorne and Frisco. 

Senate Bill 199 now moves to the full House for debate. If passed there, it would go directly to the November ballot. It does not require the governor's signature. Gov. Bill Owens has publicly opposed the idea, saying that the monorail technology is unproven and that Colorado has better uses for its money. 

But representatives of several mountain counties, the Audubon Society and private citizens spoke in favor of the plan. Former Regional Transportation District board member David Bishop, speaking as a private citizen, opposed the plan, noting that a monorail system would not help all of the "backcountry" towns. Ultimately, the goal of monorail enthusiasts is to build a 177-mile line between Denver's airport and Vail ski resort in Eagle County. 

The demonstration project would determine how well the monorail technology works on steep grades, curves, and snow and ice. Monorail supporters said the electromagnetic motors used on current systems in Seattle, Vancouver and other cities allow for quick acceleration and rapid stops. 

Tom Hopkins, chief operating officer of TransPort Ventures, an international consortium of transportation companies working on the monorail project, said the high-speed monorail could serve as a commuter line. People, for instance, could live in Vail and commute to Denver for work. 

Most of the concerns raised by lawmakers Wednesday had to do with how the monorail system and RTD's transit systems would work together. RTD board Chairman Mary Blue said the board had not taken a position on the monorail project. The House committee amended the bill to add two RTD board members to the current 11-member monorail board. 
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