Panel kills monorail test bill 
House committee won't approve money for line to mountains 
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A House committee killed a $100 million monorail trial run Tuesday, and backers may be out of luck trying to get the issue on the ballot in November. The proposal called for spending part of the state surplus to test a monorail and build an experimental 3.3-mile line from Silverthorne to Frisco along Interstate 70. 

"I would like to see what level of commitment the voters have to this," said Miller Hudson, executive director of the Colorado Intermountain Fixed Guideway Authority, commonly called CIF-GA. The legislature created the agency two years ago to study and develop a rail system to the mountains. Miller conceded the deadline has passed for getting a ballot title, and it would be difficult to get lawmakers to grant an extension. 

The ballot was the only hope after the House Appropriations Committee voted 7-4 to kill Senate Bill 199. "That's a lot of money," said Rep. Brad Young, R-Lamar. "Voters will think we're nuts." SB 199 called for spending $25 million to test monorail and another $75 million to build the experimental line. Supporters said if the line were successful, they wanted to ask voters in 2003 to spend up to $500 million to help build a $3.9 billion line from Denver International Airport to Eagle County Airport to avoid widening I-70. 

One of lawmakers' concerns is that tapping that much of the surplus would affect how much money the state has available in its construction fund to build and repair state facilities, including prisons and schools. Rep. Glenn Scott, R-Westminster, tried to make his bill more acceptable by amending it to ask the voters for only $25 million to test the line. Rep. Nancy Spence, R-Arapahoe, said one of her concerns is that private money should be involved in the start-up. 

Scott, whose sweeping legislative district stretches from metro Denver west into the mountains, was clearly disappointed. He said the monorail proposal has been mistakenly billed as a line from DIA to the ski resorts. "This project would get you from Union Station in Denver to the airport and from Denver to Golden," he said. "If you live in Summit County, it would be the spine of the county's very good circular bus system." 

Monorail is powered by electromagnets. The system is in use at Disney's theme parks and as mass transit in Seattle.

