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TEAMING UP: Monorail connection envisioned

Plan links public, private systems 

By MICHAEL SQUIRES
REVIEW-JOURNAL 
The Regional Transportation Commission is moving ahead with plans to construct a publicly funded monorail that, if built, would link with the Strip system, creating a resort corridor monorail between the MGM Grand and downtown. 

The public system's proposed three-mile route would follow Main Street from Sahara Avenue, where the private system will end, to the Fremont Street Experience. 

Transportation commission officials had originally proposed a fixed guideway system in 1997, then put plans on hold while details of the privately funded Strip system were determined. 

"We didn't want to go forward until we saw what happened with the private monorail," said Ingrid Yocum, commission spokeswoman. "We didn't want a technology that wouldn't seamlessly connect with the private system." 

While the the transportation commission and the parties building the private monorail have yet to enter into a compatibility agreement, both sides recognize a single monorail system is the best option. 

"We agreed that if they want to have a seamless system, we will sit down and work with them," said Bob Broadbent, president of Transit Systems Management, which has a management contract for the private monorail system. "If it increases revenue, which their studies say it will, it will be good for both of us." 

At a time when the tourist industry and the city are trying to accommodate increased traffic on the resort corridor, the monorail is seen as a sensible way to reduce congestion. 

"We can't make the streets any wider and you can't put more buses on the streets without taking lanes from cars," Yocum said. "We see monorail as the first step to reduce gridlock on the strip." 

Broadbent agreed. 

"In my opinion, they're going to strangle this town if they don't get a better way to move people," he said. 

On Thursday, the transportation commission approved monorail as the preferred technology and authorized an impact study of three options for the northern spur of the route. 

The first spur would simply continue on Main to Fremont. The other two would run along Grand Central Parkway and through the last large parcels of undeveloped land in the city. Mayor Oscar Goodman has shown intense interest in developing this area. 

The impact study will be complete in six months, according to Lee Gibson, assistant general manager for transit at the transportation commission. It will examine land use, traffic flow and congestion, costs and links to other modes of transportation. 

No cost studies have been completed, but officials believe the monorail will run in the neighborhood of $100 million a mile to build. 

The federal government has earmarked $155 million in federal funds for the project, which requires the transportation commission to come up with 20 percent in matching funds. 

The one-mile monorail currently in use connects the MGM Grand and Bally's. The first extension of that track, which will stretch 3.8 miles from the MGM Grand to the Sahara, has been four years in the making. 

Backers of that proposal cleared a final regulatory hurdle in August, when Gov. Kenny Guinn and other members of the state Board of Finance approved up to $650 million in revenue bonds to pay for the extension. Engineering began after the last of the state-issued bonds were sold Sept. 20 and initial construction is scheduled to start this month. 

The private monorail is scheduled to be ready for riders in January 2004.

